recsoun 


SPRING 2018 / VOL. 2/ ISSUE 2 


628, a ae 


Trt Tne er ee 


yGalelaleyazts 
in the Word 


rt eer Fae Oe he OA et OE 


p.i10 


Know Thy Pop Culture 
| 


Redeemer Upgrades Health 


and Life Sciences Labs 
wee 


Bt ec LED Ee ed VE Br ee ee A 8 Ss Uy 


- 


: 


i 


ae 
: a al F — 


is a rich, multiface ted pu ib shing- 
hub for the wide variety of stories 
coming out of Redeemer year 
round. Subscribe to our monthly 
email newsletter to have stories 
sent straight to your inbox,and 
experience our beautiful reader 


view at redeemer.ca/resound, 


And come back often! 


The Top of 
the Watershed 


THE BIG IDEAS anddeep 
scholarship generated at universities 
happen at the top of the cultural 
watershed, explains Dr, Robert 
Joustra in Redeemver’s “Why Christian 
Research?” video, The results trickle 
down, shaping the work of think tanks 
and government agencies, influencing 
public policy and media coverage and 
affecting our communities and our 
neighbours, 


kewstra’s metaphor is based on the very 
real work of Dr. Edward Berkelaar, 
professor of chemistry and environmental 
studies, and Dr, Darren Brouwer, associate 
Professor of chemistry who continue 

to monitor pollution in Hamiltar’s 
watersheds. The metaphor, [ think, can. 
extend a lithe further, 


Incremental measurements and marked 
milestone: are the rythm behind the 


steady work on each magazine issue and 


on Resound asan overarching print and 
digital hub. Articles that detail progress 
and reperts on goals attained Mlustrate 
a much larger story — that of God's 
faithfulness to Redeemer and to the 
alumni sent in many directions. 


Each issue of Resound describes the 
deep engagement of Redecmer's faculty 
within their disciplines. Each volume 
explains the university's investments 

in the next generation of Christian 
leaders. Resound narrates the influence 
of Redeemer’s graduates as it echoes owt 
inte their communities, their churches 
and our culture, 


In this particular ierue, it is exciting te 
share the news that, ag. of this March, 
Redeenver has launched all of its 2520 
Strategic Plan initiatives. As you read 
the issue, we hope that you will find, 

in stories on the university's progress 
and the impact of students, alumn and 
faculty, the thread of God's faithfulness 
to Redeemer. Ht 
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: 
salt and Light 


Ame ssage from Redeemers 
interim president 


AS CANADIANS DRAW tothe end of winter, 
Sidewalk salt and sunlight always seem to be in short supply. 
While we tire of slippery sidewalls and long for light on a late 
afternoon drive, we are reminded of the necessity of salt anal 
light even in the zist century, albeit for reasons different than 
those of the original audience of Jesus’ parable. This academic 
year, Redeemer hos explored how we can be ac essential to the 
life of our communities as the salt and light in Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount — the theme on campus for the year. 


At Redeemer, higher edweation jaa process of discipleship 
through learning. Growth in Christ and education go hand- 
in-hand, fostering Christian leaders who make an impact ina 
rapidly changing world. 


Donors make every year of education at Redeemer possible. 
Redeemer donors provided $3,400 of support per student last 
year — and that is before considering the contributions that 
donors made for specific projects and for scholarship funding, 
With avery dollar raised in Redeemer's Re Campaign, donors 
footer the initiatives of the 20:20 Strategic Plan — initiatives 
which are renewing Redeemer’s academic program, ralaing the 
university's profile and securing a stable financial foundation 
for tha fimure, 


As of the time of writing, Redeemer has received $17.3 million 
in total Re Campaign gifts and pledges — 66 per cent of the 
university's $20 million goal! Through this falls Rebiatch 
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Challenge, graduating classes collectively raised 
over $90,000, with nearly 300 alumni participating. 
(See p. 92 for a further update about the challenge.) 
In total, alumni have contributed over $400,000 to 
the Re Campaign. The Redeomer campus honoured 
the generous contributions of donors with The 
Gratitude Project, a week-long series of events this 
February. (Learn more about The Gratinude Project 
on p. 23.) Without the dedicated, faithful gifts of a 
generous support community, a Christian university 
education in Ontario would be simply out of reach 
for many students. 


Redeemer continues to invest in its programs 
aned itt students. Having launched a new Core 
curriculum, a Centre for Christian Scholarship 
and a Media and Communication Studies program 
in 2016, followed by the Centre for Experiential 
Learning and Careers in 2017 and the Urban 
and Cntercultural Ministry program this March, 
Redeemer is well on its way to. achieving the 
goals of the 2020 Sirategic Plan. With the recent 
launch of the Ministry program, Redeemer has 
brought all of the strategic plan's initiatives into 
the implementation phase. The new Urban and 
Intercultural Ministry program is preparing 
students for ministry in tough places, for work 
overseas for an WGO and for seminary, Redeemer’s 
Centre for Experiential Learning and Careers 
(CELE) continues te partner with employers to 
help students connect their sense of calling with 
acareer. As the CELC continues to build co-op 
offerings for the Ministry program, the centre is 
also working to triple the number of programs 
with co-op and facilitating experiential learning 
opportunities in every program. 


In addition to the exciting initiatives of the 
Redeemer 2020 Strategic Plan, Redeemer is 
expanding and renewing its health and life 
sciences labs. The lab renewal project, for which 
Redeemer has secured $400,000 in donations, 
includes a pathogen research lab, an aquatic 
toxicology lab, a renewed chemistry lab and an 
expanded human kinetics lab, [Read more about 
these upgrades on p. 38.) The new lab spaces vill 


be 


Growth in Christ and 
education go hand-in- 
hand, fostering Christian 
leaders who make an 
impact in a rapidly 
changing world.” 


prepare students for advanced research 
opportunities in their programs and 

for postgraduate studies anc careers 
inenvironumental and human health, 
biochemistry and kinesiology — some of 
the fastest growing fields of employment 
and areas in which Redeemer students 
are being equipped bo make a lasting, 
God-honouring impact. 


In terme of the president search, the 
Board, through the President Search 
Committers, continues to work through 
the candidate vetting and interview 
process. There has been strong interest 
from suitable candidates, which is 
very encouraging. Most importantly, 
the Board remains committed to 
hiring an effective, gifted leader to 
take the university to the next stage of 
its institutional life, Throughout this 
the work of the search committee and 
for God to reveal his will te us, 


Redeemer has hit a number of 
milestones in 2017 and early 2008. 
Alumni and students continue ta de 
amazing things, big and small, with 
salt and light presence. As we sharea 
picture of Redeemer's impact in this 
latest lame of Resound, we are grateful 
for your readership and your suppart of 
Redeemer and its mission. 1 


| FRED WEP WOERG is Eedermer’s interim presichrt. 
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Know Thy 
Pop Culture 


LA 
a | 


Engaging the philosophy of pop 
culture is both missional and 
prophetic, bringing Christian 
thought to a rapid-fire topic and 
Gabidsmcor-Wr-leccremive) alee 


IN REDEEMER'S PHILOSOPHY major and minor, 
students learn experientially by joining public conversation on a topic 
that dominates both the web and water cooler — pop culture. My 
students and [ have together authored almost 30 chapters in books 
such ag Jurassic Pork and Philosophy (where we develop a brief Christian 
argument for limited animal cloning), Star Wars and Philosophy (where 


we discuss the nature of a just tuler by compating Plato's philosopher- 
kings and the Jedi), Alien and Philasophy (where we angue that some 
exposure to violence is part of good childhood education) and Wonder 
Woman and Philosophy (where we present a Christian perspective on 
enhanced interrogation). 
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Through projects such as these, we are 
engaged in what Reformed philosopher 
and 2017 Ternpleton Prize winner Alvin 
Plantings calls “Christian philosophical 
and cultural criticism.” In such criticism, 
a philosopher seeks out the "mental 
atmosphere ofa work].” as'C. 5, Lewis 
called it. The philosopher uncovers, for 
example, the beliefs and principles in 
awork that might mun in opposition to 
Christianity Such criticism also involves 
apologetics since, as Lewis also insisted, 
“Good philosophy must exist if for no other 
reason than that bad philosophy mast be 
anewered” And if we know anything abowt 
Lewis, we know that he was interested in 
engaging bad philosophy and theology in 


To engage in this sort of outward-looking 
project, we must frst look inward. A. 
preper view of the self and a proper view 
of creation require knowledge of God. The 
now well-known phrase “know thyself” 
was first inseribed in an Egyptian temple 
in Thebes during the time of the biblical 
exodus. [n that same temple, the body is 
described as the “temple of the god.” For 
these Egyptians, then, to “know thyself” 
= to be genuinely sel-aware — was to 
be aware that there isa being and power 
greater than one’s self 


Of course, non-Christians can, by Gail's 
grace, have knowledge of much af our 
world's reality, and yet be ignorant of 
God's being. For Christians, Christ is the 
creator of our minds and the source of 
their renewal. Through Christ, we are able 
to more fully and accurately discern the 
nature of creation, to see the scope and 
depth of the historical fall and to consider 
how redemption might take hald_ 


Reformed philosopher Herman 
Booyeweerd argued that the phrase “know 
thyzelf™ ought te be written above the 
entryways of every philosophy department. 
Philosoplry, Dooyeweend explained, warks 
foundationally in all academic disciplines. 
The grounding of the Christian in Christ 
shapes the direction that our philosophy 
takes, and this scholarship applies as 
broadly as creation itself. 


be 


Popular 
culture is 
claimed by 
Christ, and 
we would be 
poor servants 
indeed if 

we were to 
neglect this 
influential 
area.” 


PERSPECTIVES 


H. Evan Runner [a Reformed philosopher 
after whom the endowed chair in the 
Philosophy department ts nanped) once 
described the Christian philosopher as a 
“prophet” — one who should boldly take 
the truth of God revealed in Scriptuneand 
nature toa lost workd. While the word 
“prophet” might not be the most apt here, 
perhaps the Christian philosopher engaged 
in cultural criticiem could be described asa 
“missionary. The philosopher, like both the 
missionary and the prophet, is engaged in 
bringing truth to.a fallen world. 


But, like the missionary and unlike the 
prophet, the philosopher is humble about 
his. or her knowledge — and teachable 

— often learning from the culture that 

he or she engages, even while seeking to 
bring salt and light to it. The philosopher 
engaged tn culeural criticism is rot 
restricted only to academic aneas that are 
deemed “proper” or “respectable,” but, like 
the missionary goes where the Lord calls. 
“Every square inch of the universe, said C. 
5. Lewis and Abraham Kuyper, “is claimed 
by Christ.” Popular culture, then, is also 
claimed by Christ, and we would ber poor 
servants indeed if we were to neglect this 
influential area. 


For Thales, the first Greek philosopher and 
the one who imported the phrase “know 
thyself” to the West, knowing thyself was 
not just about knowing the divine aspect, 
but about the awareness that the self {s 
very much a limited, fallible and dying 
thing. Thus, the right-thinking philosopher 
walks humbly in his or her work, newer 
snobbish in what he or she investipates 
becuse love of, and obedience tc, the Real, 
the True, the Good and Beautiful — God — 
is ever the goal. It 


EVP, AICI) A A 
euorigée profrupsr anf 
char of the Philesopire 
depontmend at Redermrr 
Univeruiry College. 
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ANCHORED 
IN THE 


wor 


AS ACADEMIA’S 
INTELLECTUAL FASHIONS 
SHIFT FROM DECADE 

10 DECADE, CHRISTIAN 
UNIVERSITIES STAND OUT. 


N NOVEMBER 2017, 

Lindsay Shepherd, a 22-year- 

old teaching assistant at Wilfrid 

for a. 45-minute meeting with her 
supervisor, another professor anda 
representative of the school's diversity 
and equity office. 


Earlier, Shepherd had shown a class 

a short video clip of a TVO debate 
featured Jordan Peterson. Peterson is 
a University of Toronto psychology 
professor who has attracted attention 
because he refuses to be compelled by 
the government to wee gender-neutral 
pronouns such as "zie" and “zher.” 

At the meeting, Shepherd was asked 
to address concerns that playing the 
clip had created an unsafe learning 
environment, violated federal anti- 
discrimination law and targeted 


The story was quickly picked up by 
the media, shining a spotlight on the 
identity politics currently raging across 
most secular university campuses in 
North America, Shepherd's supporters, 


Her opponents decried the debate for, 
as one student put it, “invalidatling) 
the existence of trans and non-binary 
people.” A Laurier professor of cultural 
analysis and social theory told Maclean's 
magazine, “We don't live ina society 
whore people should be free to speak 
hatred.” Public apologies by the 
university's president and Shepherd's 
supOrvisor were criticized by some 

as not doing enough to defend free 
int hy Ais a ie 


NO SUCH THING AS A 
NEUTRAL UNIVERSITY 


The Laurier incident is not only a clash 

ower peter identity tesapes, [It also 

iMustrates the fact that universities 

— like all institutions — are not 
neutral. They have to decide 

what their purpose and values are. 


Those whe oppose Shepherd's actions 
typically think the primary purpose 

of the university is the pursuit of 
social fustice. Influenced by theories. 
stemming from Marxism and expecially 
neo-Marxisim, they see society in termes 
of oppressor groups and oppressed 
sexuality. Their job is to teach students 
to see society that way too, and then bo 
send them out into the world as social 
justice activists, For committed social 
justice warriors, these goals are not 

up for debate — there can be no place 
ina university for rackem, sexism and 
transphobia, They believe that speakers 
who violate of appear to violate these 
principles should not be given a 
platform to speak at a university event, 
for example. Let's call this the “social 
justice” view of the university. 
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On the other side of the Laurier debate is the “free 
inquiry” view of the university. Its adherents 
belleve universities exist te pursue truth — and 
that the best way to find it is through free speech, 
Open criticism and rational debate. Therefore, 
universities should be places where all ideas — 
even the most unpopular or unpalatable — can be 
proposed and investipated. Students need to be 
taught to think critically and to dispassionately 
debate a wide range of opinions. 


There are other common ways of looking at the 
purpose of the university, too. Some people, 

for example, think universities’ main purpose 
is economic: to produce a highly skilled, job- 
teady workforce for the growing technology and 
knowledge industries, in. order to contribute to 
national economic growth. 


None of these views about the purpose of the 
university are neutral, They all reflect some 
system of values and even some idea about the 
ultimate purpose of human life. Fach of them is 
derived fram some tradition of thought, whether 
neo-Marxism, classical liberalism or neo-liberal 
economics. Because they depend on human 
ideas, however, they are vulnerable to the shifting 
currents of intellectual opinion. Forty years ago, 
the “free inquiry” view was dominant among 
faculty in Canadian universities. Since then, the 
social justice view has gained so much ground 
that it has the upper hand. And throughout this 
period many government officials and university 
administrators — not to mention parents and. 
Students — have been drawn to the economic view 
of the university. 
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LOOKING TO SCRIPTURE 


Thankfully, Christian universities like Redeemer 
are not forced to accep! wholesale any of the 
prevailing secular ideas about the purpose of 
higher education, nor do they have to be swept 
Hong by the intellectual fashions of the secular 
academy. Why not? Because we have a firm 
anchor that holds fast amid these shifting 
currents: the written Word of God. Unlike human 
ideologies that come amd go, the Bible expresses 
the very thoughts of Ged through the words of 
human authors, and what it says dors nat change 
from decade to decade or from culture to culture. 
We can look to it both as a source of knowledge 
and as the inspired final authority on every 
subject it addresses, 


This understanding of the Bible is woven inte 
Redeomer's founding mission and vision and is 
intended te characterize the fabric of Redeemer’s 
institutional life, Gur Starement of Basis and 

is the Bible” and calls Scripture “the written 

and inspired Word of God, the infallible and 
authoritative rule of faith for the direction of 
the whole of life.” Other guiding documents 
reflect this same widerstanding, explaining that 
we seek to “foster patterns of faith and conduct 
that are in submission to the infallible Word of 
God (the Bible),” that “the Scriptures speak with 
the authority of God Himself” and that they are 
‘completely trustworthy.” In fact, “we stake our 
institutional identity on their direction setting 
authority... including [for] the life of academic 
inquiry and teaching.” Redeemer's identity asam 
institution, then, is anchored im full trast in the 
authority of the Bible. 


bé 


Unlike human 


ideologies 


that come and 


go, the Bible 
expresses 
the very 
thoughts of 
God through 
the words 
of human 
authors, 
and what 

it says does 
not change 
from decade 
to decade or 
from culture 
to culture.” 


STANDING WITH THE HISTORIC CHURCH 


Now, this stance on the Bible ia mot some quirky obsession of Redeemer’s founders 
or an overreaction of modern Christians to secular critiques, Belief in the authority 
and trustworthiness of Scripture has been acore part of the church's teaching in 
every era. 


The great church father Augustine (354-430), for example, contended that the 
books that make up Scripture, unlike all other books, are “completely free from 
error.” Medieval theologians agreed. “lam sure.” Anselm (1033-1109) testified, 
“that if] say anything which is undoubtedly contradictory to Holy Scripture, 

it is wrong.” Likewise, Thomas Aquinas (1225-74), who was arguably the most 
important medieval theologian and who continues to be a major influence on 
Catholic theology, claimed “that nothing false can ever underlie the literal sense of 
Holy Scripture.” 


These convictions have been carried forward by Reformed thinkers as well. At the 
beginnings of the Reformed tradition, John Calvin (1509-64) described the Bible as 
“unassailable truth” and warned that “Any spirit which bypasses the truth of God's 
Word, and suggests any other doctrine, is rightly suspected of pride and deceit. 
Scripture, Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920) stressed, is the bedrock of the Reformed 
faith. His attitude was that “when... | read the Holy Scripture, neither Moses nor 
John addresses me, but the Lord my God." His contemporary, Reformed theologian 
Herman Bavinck (1854-1921), similarly believed that “The authority of Scripture 
extends to the whole person and over all homankind. It is above the intellect and 
the will, the heart and the conscience, and cannot be compared with any other 
authority, Its authority being divine, is absolute. itis entitled to be believed and 
obeyed by everyone at all times.” 


HOW DOES THE BIBLE GUIDE REDEEMER? 


Given, then, that Redeemer’s identity rests upon and is defined by our belief in the 
authority of the Bible, and that we stand with the historic Christian church through 
the ages on this:matter, how should the Bible guide our teaching and scholarship? 


In keeping with the Reformed tradition, Redeemer’s approach emphasizes the role 
ofthe Bible in giving us the true story of the whole world, as The Cross & Our Calling 
pute it. At its most basic level, a biblical worldview recognizes the creation-fall- 
redemption nanative of Scripture as the storyline of the universe and everything 
in it. Ged created everything that exists, and he made it good. He created we to love 
and enjoy him, to have fellowship with one another and to cultivate the rest of his 
creation. Our first parents disobeyed him, however, breaking our relationship with 
him and others and introducing sin into God's good creation. The effects of sin 

are pervasive, affecting every aspect of human life. But God has not left ws in this 
loat condition — he sent his sen fesus te die on the cross and rise from the dead 

eo we can be redeemed and reconciled te God. One day Jesus will return to finally 
defeat sin and death and restore his people and his creation to the way they should 
be. These biblical themes are highlighted in the Reformed confessions and the 
subsequent work of Reformed thinkers. 
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When we encounter ideas — including ideas about 
the purpose of the university — that are rooted in 
other worldviews, our task is to assess them in light 
Of this biblical worldview and any specific biblical 
teachings or principles that bear on the topic at 
hand. What worthwhile insights does the idea 
provide that align with the biblical worldview or 
that can be reoriented to fit within it? Where does 
it go awry and how can it be corrected? 


Take the social justice view of the university, for 
example. At its best, as a Christian university, 
Redeemer aims te form students whe will serve 
God inevery area of their lives, and this includes 
recognizing and working to overcome a variety 

of problems that fall under the umbrella of social 
injustice. In applied social science courses, for 
example, students investigate systemic injustices 
that contribute te poverty and what can be done 
about them, In paychology courses, they learn that 
the human brain’s marvellous ability to learn to 
distinguish between faces often doesn't work for 
sorting the faces of the elderly and of people from 
other ethnic backgrounds, creating possibilities for 
neglect and prejudice. In environmental sclence 
courses, students see how wasteful consumption 
and short-term thinking can hurt vulnerable 
people and creatures by poisoning our water and 
aol. In literature courses, they train thelr ears and 
hearts to listen to voices unlike their own, raiher 
than dismissing them, In each case, students learn 
to distinguish between God's good creation and the 
destructive effects of sin and to derive hope and the 
power to change from the redemption that comes 
through Jesus Christ. 


14 Resour: (SPRING 2018 


Atthe same time, when we are consistent 

in working froma biblical workdview, our 
understanding of the role of social justice at 
Redeemer diverges at some points from the views 
of our secular friends and colleagues at other 
universities. In philosophy courses, students 
learn to derive their fundamental ideas about the 
nature of justice and ethies in human relations 
from the Bible rather than from social media 
slacktivism. In history courses, they probe from 
a Christian standpoint the troubled Marxist 
ideological sources of some comtemporary social 
justice thinking and learn how this ideology carries 
totalitarian impulses that wrought enormous 
suffering in the blood-sooked Communist regimes 
of the 2oth century In ministry courses, students 
see how the pursuit of social justice is not an end 
in itself but one facet of God's mission to bring 
healing to this broken world and point people 
toward the coming ultimate shalom of the new 
heavens and the new earth. In business courses, 
they learn how markets can function not only as 
fallen playgrounds of greed and oppression but 
also as a good aspect of God's creational intent to 
provide for cur material needs, 


REDEEMER'S ANCHOR 


Redeemer, therefore, can present an alternative 

to universities that are captive to ideologies other 
than the biblical workiview: To be sure, we will 

seek biblical ways to affirm and contribute to 

social justice, to free inquiry and to the economic 
flourishing of our graduates and society asa whole. 
But, for us, all of these goals will find an appropriate 
place within a Lurger framework oriented by the 
Bible. In the world of Canadian higher education, 
this means that we will stand out as something of 
an oddball. But it isnot society's approval that we 
are looking for, itis God's, And as the intellectual 
fashions of academia shift from decade to decade, 
our convictions will not — because our anchor, the 
Word of God, holds fast. 1 


(A. KEVIN PLATT in ciecciate 
professor of history and director 
eferanarch ot Redoree 


HEROES AND SAINTS 
FOR UNHOLY TIME 


[rete Join us on April 4, a5 Dr. jessica Hooten Wilson 
delivers the 2018 World and Our Calling 


lecture at Redeemer University College. Dr. 
Wilson's research spans audiences — from 


O'Connor's as yet unpublished works. 


jessica Hooten Wilson is the winner of 
Redeemer's 20177 Emerging Public Intellectual 
Award. The World and Our Calling lecture 
senies explores the facets of the Christian. 
calling to be engaged with our culture. 


R. JESSICA HOOTEN pero a 


ra 
eee » REDEEMER 


FREE ADMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2078 
7:00 PM, EXECUTIVE DINING ROOM 


4 JOYFUL NOISE 
Students take part inan outdoor 
warship SP SS10n On COMPS. 


Redeemer French program 
students Kirsten Klompmaker 

‘19 and Nicole Katerberg ‘19 write 
about their semester abroad in 
the south of France. 
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This story was originally published in The 
Crown, Redeemer's student newspaper, ond 
hos been republished with permission, 


DURING THE FALL 207 
semester, four of us third-year French 
students — Cassy Dyck, Amelia 
Keesman, Nicole Katerberg and Kirsten 
Klompmaker — studied abroad in the 
beautifull south of France, We were very 
excited and nervous when we arrived. 
On August 26, after along day travelling, 
we landed in the town of Montpellier 
and were greeted by our host fumilies 
with three kisses — “trois bises.” Nope, 
not a handshake or a hug — three 
kisses! This was just the beginning of 
leaving our old comfortable culture 
behind and stepping into the life of the 
French. Each day we experienced what it 
is like to be immersed in anew culture, 
to speak.a different language and to eat 
very different food. 


As much as France is known for its 
wine, bread and cheese, we would like 
to ad lentils and vegetables to that list. 
Dinners in France start around 7 or 8 
pum., and itis not rare to still be eating 
at 10-30 p.m. A typical French meal 
begins with an alcoholic beverage and 
salty snacks. Then, you move on to fnuit 
(normally melon, in our experience), 
followed by a salad and then your main 


course — usually consisting of a lot of 
unrecognizable vegetables and lentils. 
Alter you have completely cleared 
your plate, out comes a course solely 
dedicated to rich cheese and baguettes. 
But wait, there’s more! After you think 
you cannot eat any more, they bring 
mut the most delicious desserts. Even 
though you are completely stuffed by 
the end and the dinners are longer than 
what you're used to, meals were where 
the best conversations and language 
improvements happened. 


in order te graduate from Redeemer 
with a French degree, studying ata 

Bz level during a semester abroad is 
required. During our first week, we 
completed an obligatery placement tect. 
Thanks to the fabulows teaching of Dr, 
Allan Curnew, we all obtained this level 
with ease. Four days each week we took 
the tram te the local university, where 
all of oor French language courses took 
Place, Along with our language courses, 
we volunteered ane afternoon a week Ln 
a local Christian café called Chez Théo 
as part of our service learning option. 


Coming to France from. a tight-knit 
Christian community like Redeemer 
made it challenging to be immersed 

insuch asecular country, Thankfully, 
during cur first week we attended a 
Protestant church recommended ta its 
by Dr. Cumew, where we by chance sat 
beside the women who nun Agap, a 
ministry of Power to Change, right in 
Montpellier, From there, we were invited 
to their first meeting of the semester 
that just so happened to take place at 
Chez Théo! During this meeting, we 
were reminded that we were not there 
only te improve our French and to have 
fun studying abroad — brut that Goal 
had sent us there fora reason. We were 
challenged to consciously bring God into 
conversations with our fellow students 
who came from all around the world. 


Sometimes, we question why we even 
bother learning such a complicated 
langage. It's exhausting and it took us 
away from the comforts of home, But 
the Lord worked — and is working — 
in our lives and brought us to places 
(like Chez Thio) where we experienced 


We were reminded that 
we were not there only to 
improve our French and to 
have fun — but that God 
had us there for a reason.” 


peace and encouragement during our semester in Montpellier. 
Even though the homesickness was intense at times, we were 
very grateful for the incredible opportunity to study in sucha 
beautiful part of the world and experience a unique culture. It 


KIRSTEN KLGMIP MAHER “19 is curently in 
her third pear at Redeemer echudving French anal 
Business. She loves geting to leer differnt 
cultures med innncting lth ese differen! 
praphe, Shor heaped om day fo oer her Fernch ro 
ave in thy bpebers firkf de Comes, 


MIDDLE RATER BERG “17 ic correctly 

| ohiaeing her etudiea in Music and French 
ef Redewerur, She mjpeg bring polled ced of 
her comfort none, rppectally by leering ahead 
end cpricing different colton ed ways 
of living, 
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A Change 
of Course 


After studying for a year at a public 
university, Julia DeWeerd '21 felt God 
calling her to transfer to Redeemer's 
Business program instead. 


STARTING ALREADY IN 
high school, Julia DeWeerd hada keen 
interest in math and science. She 
excelled in these subjects and decided 
for her would be to become an engineer, 
But lithe did she know at the time that 
Gad had a different plan for ber. 


When the time came for DeWeerd to 
start thinking about post-secondary 
education options. she began by locking 
at schools that offered engineering 
programs. Though Redeemer was 
known to her at the time, she decided 
to apply elsewlvere. “I had thought 
about coming to Redeemer but quickly 
looked past it because it didn't have an 
engineering program,” she recalls. “My 
mind was made up.” 


DeWeerd applied to multiple 
universities and eventually accepted an 
offer of admission at a public university 
in Ontaria, Sha qeacenhed high school 
and began her studies, working 

towards the degree and career she felt 
called bo pursue, 


Two months inte her first semester of 
university — the middle of midterm 
season —De Weed attended a Church- 
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in-the-Box service witha friend who 
was currently attending Redeenver, 
“Throughout the service, | started to 
feel jealous of my frlend's experience 
at university and how different it was 
from mine,” DeWeerd admits, “It was 
becoming more evident to me that God 
was leading me somewhere other than 
an engineering degree, but | didn’t 
want to bea quilter.” 


Though she continued her studies 

in engineering for another menth, it 
became more and more apparent that 
a public university experience was not 
a good fit. She knew that she needed a 
change but was unsure where God was 
calling her. So, she spent an evening in 
prayer. “It was tremendously difficult to 
leave my whole future in God's hands,” 
says DeWeerd, “but I needed help te 
mike the decisions 


The following morning, she attended 
church with her family. At the very end 
of the service, the congregation sang 

the hymn My Redeemer Lives together. It 
was during that song that DeWeerd felt 
God nudging her towards a different 
course — a change of major anda 
change of university. 


As soon as she got home, she told her parents about her experience in church that 
morning — that she had felt God calling her to study at Redeemer, “When [ told 
my parents, they were so happy for me. Wie inquired immediately, with both my 
previous university and Redeemer, about how to transher programs.” 


Having enjayed the business elective courses she took in her frat semester of 
university, DeWeerd decided she wanted to switch into Redeemer's Business 
program. Overall, DeWeerd says, the transition was smooth, “I immediately felt 
Fight at home at Redeemer,” she adds. “People already knew my name, I wasn't just 
another number in the classroom.” 


Now that DoWeerd has completed her second semester at Redeemer, she is 
confident that she made the right choice, She is eager to see how God will continue 
toa use her experience to shape her. “This year, | made friends that are my family 
away from home, | am loving every day of learning within a faith community.” It 
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A Chemistry Celebrity 


Janelle Vander Hout ‘18 came away from 
her summer of research with more than 
knowledge and an improved skill set. 


A 2-D network structure was 
christened with her initials. 


WHEN JANELLE VANDER HOWT °18 emailed Dr. 
Michael O'Keeffe about some potentially missing =D network structures 
in his online database, she didn't expect to have one of the structures that 
she had discovered mamved after her. She also didn't know that, in the 
chemistry world, O Reeffe was a bona fide celebrity, 


"AL first, | didn't realize what an important chemist | was emailing,” 
says Vander Hout, a chemistry and biology dowble major. “I thought I 
was just emailing a professor te let him know that there were more 2-D 
networks to add to his online database and 1 didn’t think too much of it. 
After one or two email exchanges [with O'Keeffe], Dr. Browwer told me 
that he was the third most impactful cited chemist in the world from 
2000-2010!" O'Keeffe is the chairman of RCSU, an online database for 
chemical structures and networks used by chemists worldwide. 


During the summer of 2017, Vander Hout had the opportunity to 

take part in research in Redeemer’s Chemistry department along 

with fellow student Chelsey Hurst. For the project, funded through 

an NSERC Discovery Grant and supervised by associate professor of 
chemistry Dr. Darren Brouwer, Vander Hout and Hurst deeply studied 
2-D network structures, a comceptin chemistry, over the course of four 
months. Vander Hout came away from her summer of research with 
more than practical knowledge and an improved skill set. Ina gesture 
of thanks to Vander Hout for her assistance to the database, O'Keeffe 
christened one of these structures with her initials — “JVH." 


Explaining 2-D network structures in layman's terms is no easy 

task, but Vander Hout attempts it with grace. “They're simple and 
beautiful,” she says. “They're two-dimensional, so you can draw them 
on a sheet of paper, In the structures, atoms (represented by circles) 
form bonds (represented by lines) with other atoms of the structure. 
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When the atoms connect, they form 
networks of repeating patterns of 
connection.” In these structures, 
intricate patterns form mesmerizing 
designs. To the average viewer, these 
images might conjure up fleeting 
thoughts of tiled Mooring or perhaps 
even stained glass windows. 


While the summer was a wonderful 
experience for Vander Hout, it was 
receiving the email from O'Keeffe 
that became the highlight. "My eyes 
got really wide,” she says of when she 
read the email, “T turned, stunned, 

to Chelsey, who was beside me, and 
showed her Dr. O'Keeffe's email saying 
he had named a structure ‘JVH.’ We 
spent the next few minutes smiling. 
It was rewarding to know that our 
research was valued by someone as 
important at Dr. O'Keeffe.” It 


The Gratitude 
Project 


aes 


This February, the Redeemer 
campus celebrated 
donors'generosity. 


REDEEMER DONORS SUPPLEMENTED 
each student's tuition by about $3,400 Last year — and that's 
before considering the $126,270 in bursaries and scholarships 
that donors also provided! Gifts like these, made by 1,586 
donors, make every year of education at Redeemer possible, 


This February the Redeemer campus honoured these 
contributions with a week-long series of events called The 
Gratitude Project. The celebration gave students, faculty and 
Stall an opportunity to thank the woiversity’s donors, with 
buttons worn across campus serving as 4 reminder that every 
week at Redeemer be made possible by the underpinning of a 
broader community. 


“Through the support of Redeemer’s donors, students 

are receiving an excellent education, and so mech more 

thas that,” said student Dylan Knibbe 19, “Students are 
stepping inte a place where they are able to be a part of true 
community a place where they can discern Gods callings for 
them and where they can catch a glimpse of what it means 

to bring God's kingdom te this world though every aspect of 
thelr lives. ['m grateful for the many ways in which my time at 
Redeemer haz been incredibly formational for me.” 


Starting on Monday students signed thank you cards, which 
were hung in the Comms asa way to join together and foster a 
communal sense of gratitude. On a chalkboard in the Commons, 
students listed what they were grateful for, inchuding professors, 
Christiin education, darmmumates and caffeine. 


“Without the dedicated, faithful gifts of a generous support 
community a Christian university education in Ontario would 
almply be out of reach for many students,” said Dr. David 
Zietsma, vice president, external relations and enrolment. 
“The Gratitude Project provides students and the whole 
campus achance to say thank you. Thank you for making 
discipleship through university leaming possible. Thank 

you for contributing to the next generation of Christian 
leaders whe will bring the hope of Christ's kingdom to our 
communities and culture in the years to came.” 1 


The Royals Rise to 
Number One 


The Redeemer men's 
basketball team entered 
uncharted territory in 2018. 


IT WAS 1990 when the Redeemer Royals men’s basketball 

team took the floor for the first time in an Ontario Colleges Athletic 
Association (OCAA) league game. The Royals’ inaugural contest pitted 
the newcomers against Northern College. The Royals won that match 
by the score of 62-59 and marked their first ever OCAA win. 


Fast-forward 27 years to December 1, 2017. In one of the biggest games 
in Redeemer history, the Royals men's basketball team knocked off the 
undefeated and defending OCAA champion Sheridan Bruins 96-78. 


It has been a struggle for the men’s basketball program to remain 
competitive throughout the first 20 years in the OCAA, with the Royals 
never completing a season with more than four wins in conference play. 
But in 2002 everything seemed to change. With «a new head conch in 
Jame Girolamette and anew commitment of resources to the program, 
the Royals knocked off seven wins in the best season in the team’s 20- 
plus year history. Since then, it has taken the Royals less than five years 
to rack up 39 wins, surpassing the previous 22-year win total of 37. 


The Royals entered unchartered territory in 2018 — halfway through 
the season, they found themselves in first place and one of the top- 
tanked teams in the country. In the process, they moved from their 
previous uidendog me to one of the favourites competing for the 
OCAA championship. 
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One of the best players in the OCAA. 
assisted in the team's move from 
underdog to powerhouse, Last season, 
Redeemer star Rayvon [Ray) Higdon 
was nated OCA player of the year, 
scooting champion and Canadian 
Collegiate Athletic Aspociation (OCAA) 
all-Canadian. He led the team toa fifth 
place Anish in a first ever appearance 
atan OCAA championship, On January 
19, 2008, Hipeon’s strength, speed and 
ability to score led to anew all-time 
career points record — Higdon is the 
first player in Royals program histery to 
score 1,014 total points, 


This season, the team’s depth made 

the difference. With the addition of 
former Ontario University Athletics 
(GUA) rookie of the year and defensive 
specialist Zack Angus, as well os the 
return of top scoring threats Nick 
Green and Spencer Kerssies, the Royals 
are no longer relying on just one of two 
Players to carry the team. Add in the 
play of second-year guard Foster Brown 
and rookie Elijah Lostraces and it is 
easy to see why opponents can't stop 
the Royals. 


Read up on the men's basketball 
team's progress and follow the 
rest of Redeamer’s teams at 
RedeemerRoyals.ca, Ut 


REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
THEATRE ARTS DEPARTMENT 


aSane 1S 
IN HE@VEN 


a play by ARLENE HUTTON 


tickets.redeemer.ca directed by MARCH 21 to 34 
L8/7.//79,0913 RAY MOND LOUTER main auditorium 


SIREDEEMER scene 


- >" a 
ne 
?. 
— aa» Tt Wi. ee ,) rl 


26 Rescued SPRING zt 


Tal 
| ‘ 
-* 
id 
#2 
~ 


HONOQURING ACHIEVEMENTS 
Hank de Jong ‘99, Redeemer’s 2007 
Distinguished Alumni Avaond 
winner wolts to receive his ower! 
during a reception at Cormen’s Hotel © 
joHamilton on Movember 2, 3007 


Four Sisters, 
Four Alumni, 
Four Professions 


Sisters and alumni — Elise, 

Maria, Carola and Loretta 
Vanderspek — have careers that 
span the professional sphere: an 
accountant, a lawyer, a doctor and 
a teacher. 

ARIA AND I will often call each other Wwe have an accounting or 
legal issue to solve,” says Elise Joosse (née Vanderspek} ‘on with a smile. 
“Carola is our ‘in-house’ doctor that we call on if there isa medical issue. 


Saeco ng with mom and dad, are our ‘educational’ sounding boards. 
a pretty unique family” 


“NI: 
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All four sisters are Redeemer alumni: 
Elise "ot ig. an accountant: Maria 

“og, 6 lawyer: Carola 'o4, a medical 
doctorn and Loretta ‘o7, a physics 
and math teacher. “As sisters, we ane 
close and have always watched out 
for each other,” continues Elise, who 
studied Business and Music. “We 
are close because we only had each 
other. All of our closest relatives — 
our grandparents, aunts, uncles and 
cousins — lived in the Metherlanals.” 


Emigrating fram the Netherlands to 
Canada in the w7o, the Vanderspek 
sisters’ parents settled in Norwich, 
Ont, — where their father became 
principal at the local Christian school. 
The family actively participated in the 
local Netherlands Reformed church. 
Christian education was not only a 
crucial element of family life, it was.an 
extension of it. 


The education and mentorship that 
each sister received at Redeemer 

built on the Vanderspek family’s 
strong foundation. “I remember Dr, 
Brouwer, says Carola Collins (née 
Vanderspek), who studied Biology, 
“insisting that | become comfortable 
leading devotions in class because 1 
neaded to be able to speak comfortably 
of God and be willing to pray publicly. 
lremember long discussions with 
Professor van der Hellen during lab 
prep. When I was accepted to medical 
school, Dr. and Mrs. Chiang drove to 
my hometown to congratulate me. The 
sclence department was an extension 
of rvy family” 


However, it was the bonds shared 

by the Vanderspek family — their 
parents’ unwavering confidence in 
Christian education, united with 
thelr love for their daughters — that 
ultimately brought each sister through 
Redeomer’s doors. “Qur parents were 
adamant that we go to Redeemer,” 
continues Carola. “They felt strongly 
that we should continue te pursue 
Christian education.” 


When interviewed, every singh 
sister brings up Dr. Michael Goheen’s 
class on worldview, This dase — 


long considered a linchpin by staff, faculty, students and 
community members alike — brought together the vast array 
of disciplines studbed by each sister into a colvesive, holistic 
sum. “The education we received at Redeemer prepared ws to 
face the world as Christians,” says Elise. "We were taught how 
to inconperate the Christian worldview through every facet of 
our lives.” 


Each sister has carried over the integrity and accountability 
of a Christian worldview into their professions. “At Redeemer, 
my eyes were opened to the fact that my Christian faith and 
Valives impact every aspect of my life — and what I study” 
says Loretta de Blieck (née Vanderspek). “Aga teacher myself, 
Tam fully aware of the importance of taking an interest in 

my students and their bopes and dreams as well as trying to 
advise and guide them as test [can 


“I valued the Christ-centred teaching,” says Maria Kinkel (née 
Vanderspek), who graduated from the Business program, 
“Especially the focus on integrating your faith into all aspects 
of your life and net compartmentalizing or segregating it from 
who you are in your career. Faith and law are very connected. 
As lawyers, when we are called to the har, we take on the 
regpensthiliry te promote the administration of fustice in au 
province and faithfully serve and diligently represent the best 
interest of our clients.” 


Given the small community that these four sisters came from, 
engaging with faith and culture at Redeemer was a stretch on 
some days. However, the challenge has shaped all the sisters 
as they launched into further education and their vocations. 
Carola explains it best: “My faith became personal rather than 
just historical during my Redeemer years. | believe those years 
were used by God to change my eternity” Ht 
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Hope 
s “HONDURAS [5, in my opinion, avery 
misunderstood country,” saya Cloe Briigger ‘15, 
e S a l a tenth grade English teacher in Tegucigalpa, 
the capital of Honduras, “It's one of the murder 


capitals of the world and there's a significant 
amount of gang violence. But, | always say, that 
tent imy Honduras,” 


As a-ctudent in the Redeemer Education program, 
Briigger taught in Honduras for her three-week 


- a 1 ctl lac indy deal eceperie 
Education program alumni Bia laasio-and wir biog abaigeitesapestiniaes 


'& l O @ B rugger ' 15 and teachers, In their final semester, seudents have the 


option ofcompleting the last segment of their 10 


S atherine M cGeo rge . 17 days of practicum abroad at Christian schools in 


: Honduras and Nicaragua with which Redeemer has 
are learnin g fo overcome developed relationships. 


challe n ges wh ile teach i ng Brilgger now teaches at one of the two Christian 


bilingual schools in Honduras’: capital. “I have 


im Har | no dowbt in my mind that lam here at this school 

If Honduras. because itis my calling.” says Briigger. “I distinctly 
remember that, when | was down here student 
teaching, Dr. Teeuwen came to visit and observe 
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our classes. | can point to the exact 
epot, right outslhde our caoncha |soccer 
field], where I was walking with him 
and telling him how much I liked this 
school, Ho stopped, put his hand on 
my shoulder, looked at me and said, 
‘You're going to come teach here, 
aren't you?” | was floored. | had barely 
even admitted to myself how much I 
wanted to work here, | certainly hadn't 
talked to anyone else about it. But 
there was something in the way that | 
was talking about this place that made 
him see my calling” 


Education program alumna Catherine 
McGeorge “17 has also felt called to 
teach in Honduras. She followed her 
three-week practicum with a move to 
Honduras in August 2017. She now 
teaches grades1 and 2 ata bilingual 
Christian school in Siguatepeque, a 
city surrounded by mountains in the 
centre of Hondoras. “When | first came 
to Honduras, | wad extremely nervous, 
McGeorge recalls. “Burt! knew that this 
was where God wanted me to be. The 
longer Pve been here, the less scary 
things have become. There are beautiful 
places to hike and explore. The more 
Spanish I learn, the more confident! 
feel. Ive developed some incredible 
relationships over the last five months 
that lam so grateful for~ 


Briigger and McGeorge have 
both found a great deal of 
hope in their work — and in 


their faith.” 


Britgger and McGeorge have both found 
a great deal of hope in their work — and 
In their faith. “When | teach, [now that 
lam representing Christ,” MeGeorge 
reflects, “lam discipling students! A few 
weeks ago, | had students ask me why 
God allows earthquakes and why God 
put the tree in the garden of Eden. Those 
are big questions for grade 2 students!" 


But it can be difficult to maintain that 
hope ina country that typically isn't 
portrayed positively to the rest of the 
world. “Tl made a mule when | first started 
travelling here.” says Brigger, “that | 
would mot google it because [ did mot 
want to be influenced by the way the 
news is presented.” Each week, Briigger 
and MeGeorpe face every teacher's 
hurdles — distracted classrooms, 
irguments between students and late 
and incomplete work — accompanied 
by a language barrier and the realities 
ofan extremely high crime rate. “Tt 

can be challenging te teach here,” 
McGeorge admits. “The majority of 

my co-workers and the parents of 

ny students do not speak English, 

This can lead to miscommunication 
and misunderstandings, which 

can be frustrating. Wealso don’t 

have technology inthe claseroam." 
MeGearge, though, has a positive spin. 
*L find that working here challenges me 
to be more resourceful and creative. | 
am definitely learning patience!” 


A Christian education at Redeemer 
helped to shape the way that Brigger and 
MoGeorge respond to their environment 
and to the children they teach each day, 
*L always try and show my kelds how 
much Ged loves them through haw | 
love them and God's grace through how 
treat them,” says Brilgger, “I know that 
can never troly treat my students the 
same way God would but | have made 

it my goal to show my students his love 
through my own actions.” A hopeful 
response for a country where hope ia 
often perceived tobe lacking. WH 
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Challenged to a 
ReMatch 


Through the ReMatch 
Challenge, graduating 
classes collectively raised 
over $50,000 — with nearly 
300 alumni participating. 


THIS PAST FALL, Redeemer challenged all 
alumni — from the class of 1996 to the class of 2017 — toa 
ReMateh. The ReMatch Challenge was a 35-day fundraising 
campaipn, representing Redeemet's 35-year history, that 
provided alumni with a unique way to participate in 
Redeemer’s Re Campaign. 


The larger Re Campalen, which launched publicly in April 
2017, is funding the Redeemer 2oro0 Strategic Plan and its 
three major priorities: renewing the academic program, 
raising the university's profile and securing a stable financial 
foundation for the future. At the time of writing, $17.3 
million — 86 percent of the $26 million campaign goal — 
has been raised. 


The ReMatch Challenge aimed to bring alunoni from far 
and wide back into community with one another, With the 
Re Campaign well underway, o generous group of alumni 
pledged $100,000 both to challenge and inspire more 
alumind participation in Redeemer’s exciting mission, 


In.an effort to help classmates reconnect, Facebook groups 
were created. Redeemer's marketing team had a lotof fun 
paging through yearbooks to find old pletures to share in 
order te spur “de you remember when ..7° conversations. 


To make it a litth more suspenseful, the Reblatch Challenge 
pul all of the graduating classes into a competition. Two 
winners would be named: the class with the most individual 
donations and the class that donated the greatest amount, 


The enthusiasm was tangible. Throughout the competition, 
many alumni tock time to look back and remember their 


time at Redeemer and the education they received through 
posts on social media. Weekly email updates and door prizes 
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donated by local businesses kept the momentum 
going. Some alumni even chose to donate more 
than omce! 


Through the ReMatch Challonge, nearly p00 
umn donors raised $99,455 — with participation 
from every graduating class since Redeemer's first 
in 16! In total, alumni have contributed aver 
$400,000 to the Re Campaign. 


The stead Fast support of alumni has not gone 
unnoticed. The funds raised from ReMatch are 
already directly impacting current and future 
students through 2020 Strategic Plan initiatives 
such as the cew Core curriculum, the Media and 
Communication Studies program and the Urban 
and Intercultural Ministry program, 


In the end, the class of 2014 won with the most 
donors at a total of 24 and the class. of 2906 won 
by donating the highest amount, 88,820. Each 
member of the winning classes received a sampler 
box of pre-ground coffee from RELAY Coffee 
Roasters, which is owned and operated by alumni 
Jason ‘99 and Rachel "99 Hofing in Hamilton. 


When it was all said and done, the ReMdotch 
Challenge was an engaging and worthwhile way 

to connect with alumni, whether they graduated 
recently or 30 years ago, Though the donation 
Un wae net the main goal, it was inepiring to 
see ao many alum come together both te look 
back and participate in Redegmer's mission, Thank 
you to those who participated for their lasting gift 
to the next generation of students, propelling them 
and Redeemer forward te 2020 and beyond! it 


Serving Christ in the~ 
Canadian Mulitany-~- 


Alumnus James Buck's fascination 

with history and love for his count ry 

have fuelled his desire to become - 

an officer in the Canadian military. 2 


"ALL MY LIFE,” remembers James Buck ‘11, “Td take him and his family on an adventure to nearly 
watched documentaries on the History Channel and read. anywhere actoas Canndla. 
books about the world wars and Napoleon.” Beyond that 
fascination with history, Buck knew from avery young age As Bock looks ahead to his future role, his 
that he wanted to serve in the Canadian military worldview is more crucial than ever, “I have had 
countless opportunities to share my faith since 
“The loyalty and honour that serving and protecting a enlisting,” he says. “By being unbending in the 
nation command appealed to my own sense of duty to take virtues Christ calls ws all to live, | have had many 
care of my neighbour or whomever God puts in my path,” conversations thar plant seeds in the hearts of my 
Buick explains, “This same loyalty and honour compel me to anny family.” Each day provides new challenges 
remember that there are very real evils in this world and that for Buck. Military personnel are frequently 
there needs to bea Christian voice within the ranks of our pushed to their limits in extreme circumstances, 
Canadian military.” However, Buck points te Deuteronomy 3126 for 
encouragement and motivation: “the Lord your 
Now, seven years alter graduation at Redeemer, Buck isa God goes with you; he will never leave you nor 
second lieutenant in the infantry Officers in the Canadian forsake you.” ‘It 


military are responsible for the safety, well-being and morale 
of a spectiic group of soldiers. This con involve a variety 
oftasks, including analysis, planning, decision-making 

and providing advice. Because of this, officers must have a 
university degree, 


Buck's time at Redeemer prepared him to serve inthe military 
While also serving Christ. Classes that allowed for real, 

difficult discussion and debate were invaluable when it came 
tounderstanding complex issues, “Having a Christ-centred 
worldview woven throughout every class was refreshing,” he 
says. “Tt deepened my understanding of God's hand across 
history. I lowed that discussions about God weren't rebepated just 
te theslogy classes, but were interwoven into every subject” 


Since graduation, Buck has completed three of the four phases 
of a rigorous officer training process. Once Buck passes this 
last stage of training, he will be placed ina regiment that will 


a 2 


Reassared | / SPRING 2018 33 


#SinceRedeemer 


Sharing the stories of Redeemer's alumni 


STLVI14 TAEKEMA ‘84 


Settling in Chatham, Ont. with her husband Henry, 
children’s author Sylvia Taekema has been the busy 
mom of seven children. She has just published her 
third children’s book, Bad Shot, following the positive 
reception of Seconds 12013) and Ripple Effect [20151 


Norman ond his wile Val recently moved to pastor at 
Maranatha Christian Reformed Church in Cambridge, 
Ont, Their daughter Janelle graduated from 
Redeemer in May 2017 


DR. MAUREEN ELGERSMAN LEE Fi 


Mavrenn is curently aseociate professor of history 
and chair ol the department of political science and 
history at Hampton University in Hampton, Virginia. 
After completing a bachelor's degree in French from 
Redeamer, she completed master's and doctoral 
degrees in Alncan Amencan sudies from Clark 
Allanta University in Atlanta, Gaorges. She researches 
and publishes on varus topics, itcluding the histories 
of Black women in Canada and the Bintish Caribbean 
and of Black communities in the Uneted States. 
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ALATALIE ARMSTRONG FRISE OF 

Natalee is a curriculum pastor at The Meating 
House. She oversees and creates content for 
kids and youth from birth to the end of high 
school. Shee is also completing coursework 
fora masterof theologecal studies degrne 
from McMaster Drvinity College, Natalia lives 
with her hasband Sam Frisk. 04 and their 
deugiter Erin in Harrilton 


Sait WA TS 
FAITH JUBA “TZ 


Faith recently completed a master of 
education degree at the University of 
Toronte and works in international teaching 
in Guatemala City. Faith continves to engage 
betel Corus through Facilitating 
cullural-based education programs and 
training for racialized children im the 
Waterloo region and in Guatemala. She 
recently co-hosted a Kitchener-Waterloo 
CEC community program about her work 


JOSH HOKES "V4 

Josh completed a master of professional 
education degree if appled behawour 
analysis at Western Universely this past 
Augquel. Ae is currently working at Lake 
Ridge Community Support Senaices im 
Whitby, Ont. as a behavour technician. 
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TD Insurance 
Meloche Monnex. 
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need 


Supporting you ... and 
could save big’ wv! Redeemer University College. 


Asa Redeemer University College alurninus, you have 
access to the TD insurance Meloche Monmex program 
This mains YOU Con get prefered insurance rates on a 
wade range of home and car cowerage that can be 
customized for your nsecks. 


For over 65 years, TD insurance has been helping Canadians 
find quality home and car iteurance solutions 


Home and) ato inure Pyne niDomimenniced By 


REDEEMER 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOME | CAR | TRAVEL 


Feel confident your home and car coverage fits your needs. 


Get a quote and see how much you could save! 
Call 1-888-589-5656 
Or, go to tdinsurance.com/redeemeru 
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Prof. Dianne Moroz, assistant 

professor of physical edacotion, 

works with students on the set of | 
Redeemer’s lotest video, ovollable of 
redeemenco/health-sciences, 
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Redeemer 
upgrades 
health and life 
sciences labs 


$400,000 in donations 
dedicated to anew 
pathology research 
lab, a new aquatic 
toxicology lab, a 
renewed chemistry 

lab and an expanded 
human kinetics lab 
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REDEEMER HAS SECURED #400,000iIn 
donations dedicated to the expansion and upgrades of its 
health and life sciences labs. The university is pursuing four 
initiatives within this larger renewal project: a new pathology 
research lab, a new aquatic toxicology lab, a renewed 
chemistry lab and an expanded human kinetics lab. 


“lt is exciting to see donors sharing the vision of a strong 

set of science programs that prepare students for work 

in environmental and human health, biochemistry amd 
kinesiology — some of the fastest-growing fields of 
employment,” said Dr. Kyle Spykema, acting vice president, 
academic and dean of sciences, “and areas in which we believe 
Redeemer students are equipped ta make God-honouring, 
lasting impacts.” 


Redeemer students will conduct new types of research with 
fish in the nearly complete aquatic toxicology lab. The lab 
will expand students’ learning opportunities beyond the 
invertebrates, like mussels, that Redeemer was previously able 
to keep. Honours students will use the dedicated lab space to 
work on independent research. Faculty, like Dr. Joel Klimeck, 
welll be able te contin to investigate the impact of toxins on 
the molecular structure of cells. The toxicology lab makes it 
possible to pursue unique projects on campus, and will help 
to secure funding for Redeemer’s molecular biology research 
— it's difficult to qualify for grants without the equipment 
available te carry out the proposed snuck, 


Dr. Darren Brouwer and Dr. Edward Berkelaar were able 


to comtinue to monitor pollution inthe Chedoke Creek 
watershed, bringing on a dedicated, full-time research 
assistant to work in the updated chemistry lab. Their students 
were able to spark chemical reactions and then seamlessly 
explore the resulting chemical structures with equipment, 
like the nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) and infrared 

(TR) spectrometers, all within one space, Senior chemistry, 
biochemistry and environmental science students have their 
own bench space and the equipment to nun their final year 
research projects, Thee former lab was nearly 30 years old, and 
$0 an update to its layout and equipment was much needed. 


“Although the chemistry lab updates have not yet been 
entirely completed, the renovated lab space has already been 
Putte use in our teaching and research this semester,” said 
Dr. Darren Brouwer, associate profersor of chemistry “We are 
very excited about the possibilities that this new space will 
open up, especially in giving students access to sophisticated 
chemisiry and biochemistry instrumentation in their courses, 
senior research projects and summer research experiences,” 


Students and faculty will ales safely and professionally study 
bacteria and viruses and the response of immune systems to 
them in the pathogen research lab, Redeemer’ first to meet 
biosafety level 2 requirements. When the lab is complete 

in the 2018-15 academic pear, students will make use of its 
equipment in a hands-on learning environment for innovative 


blechemistry and microbiology 
courses, Redeemer students are 
learning experientially toa, in the 
human kinetics lab — particularhy as 
the university's programs in the health 
sciences grow, Students and faculty 
will take on increasingly sophisticated 
monitoring of the impacts of aging. 
blood flow and physical activity, as 
Redeemer invests in comprehensive 
biomeagurement systema. 


The lab renewal project complements 
the wnkversity’s 2020 Strategic Plan 

= both will ensure that Redeemer's 
education remains relevant for the 
next generation of Christian students. 
Through the zoz0 plan, Redeemer 
recently launched the Centre for 
Experiential Learning and Careers. and 
has strengthened its Core curriculum. 
The Health Sciences program has seen 
a parallel revamp with the launch of 
Pre-Medicine and Professional streams, 
preparing students for the MCAT and 
for careers from dentistry to midwifery, 


“Just as students are challenged by 

the new Core to find their calling, 

these newly renovated spaces will give 
students experiences with an expanded 
mnge of equipment and techniques,” 
Spyksma reflected, “preparing them 

for advanced research opportunities 

in their programs as well as for 
postgraduate studies and jobs that lead 
them further towards that calling.” 1 
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Redeeming 
the “poisonous 
yellow book” 


DESPITE HAVING 
ONLY one character and 
practically no plot, the French 
novel A rebours has earned 


infarny enough to be deemed the 
"poisonous yellow book,” as Oscar 
Wilde put it. [t would be a stretch 


iGemdetsmDlaertelsele ) i crea 
the finest perfumes, known to 


masterpiece A his nose alone. Arebours is not a 
ical novel, by either 19th century 
rebours, Dr. Allan piso ee ors 


Curnew finds fic: Allain Chita Santa 
. professor of French at Redeemer, 
questions for the Pe wrote his tenure paper and 
2 2 : gave a lecture this fall on the 
Christian student be) eceuntric and seldom discussed 
novel, whose ttle translat 
and scholar. Re <hgainisi Nanite" Gr Against th 
Grain,” Published in 1884, J.-E. 
Huysmans’ A rebours marked 
the beginning of the Decadent 
movement, an open revolt against 
the capitalist bourgeois society of 


19th century France. 


Disilusioned with a society full of conformiry, 
mediocrity and greed, the duke sells his inherited 
home and boldings in Paris. He takes refuge in 
Fontenay-aux-Roses, a suburb on the outskirts of 
Paris which is nelther sophisticated nor provincial, 
Here chapter one begins. Each subsequent chapter 
details the eccentric decoration of a particular 
room of des Esseintes's home or depicts isolated, 
disconnected memories from his debauched past. 


While des Exseintes’s frivolity makes for good 
satire, to summarize Curnew, the character's 
tragedy is that he is creating what he considers 

to be ultimate expressions of beauty, but doing so 
alone, in a refined but secloded house, burdened 
with a profound sense of disconnection. By the 
book's end, even seclusion cannot satisty the 
failed idealist. His indulgent habits lead to ever- 
worsening ilness.and des Esseintes, on the advice 
of his doctor, returns to the soclety he once decried 
for the improvement of his health. 


Like des Exseintes, the Decadent movement failed 
to ignite any change from its incendiary pages. 
As the Decadents saw the 1400s wane and looked 
towards a new millennium, they belleved their 
culture to be on the precipice of a fall like that 

of the Roman empire. They met the ugliness of 
their soclety with ugliness and perversion of their 
own creation, But the movernent was intractably 
paradoxical, Curnew explained. [ts style, and its 
creators, relied on the bourgeots society that the 
last about 20 years. By the early 1900s, artistic talk 
about Decadent literature had subsided. 


There seemed only two options available after 
writing such a novel, French author jules-Amédie 
Barbey d'Aurevilly famously commented, “the 
mouth ofa pistol or the foot of the cross.” 

While unbearalle without hope, there remains 
something prophetic in recognizing and decrying 
the ugliness prevent in entrenched norma. 


By wasting resources in pursuit of a supposed 
ultimate beauty, des Exseintes critiques the 
bourgeois fascination with productivity and 
functionality. To contextualize this reproot, 
Curnow quoted Reformed thinker Calvin Soerveld, 
who addressed the bourgeois [and often Christian 
bourgeois) motion that art and leisure are a waste 
of time in his book Rainbows for the Fallen World. 
“Certainty” he wrote, “there is nothing worse 

than baptizing our technocratized hecticness 

and poverty of aesthetic life inte a Christianized 
utilitarianism. It is no help to understand 
‘redeeming the time’ to mean ‘Are you making 
moruey at it? or “Le it eeefal* Then one might be 
wrongly constrained from playing o leisurely game 
ofbeccia on the lawn with the family on Sunday 
afternoons, as John Calvin did, of from digging 

up dirt around the flowers, in favour of organized 
visits of mercy on the day of rest.” 


So, Curnew asked his audience, is everything 
society labels as good and proper actually good 
and proper in God's eyes? Do we too sometimes pet 
stuck in overworked categories that divwy up the 
beautifial and normal, the ugly and abnormal? De 
we celebrate diversity — but also snub those who 
do not look, act of think as we do? Did Jesus — who 
was not mach to look at, according to Isaiah 35:2 
— do the same? “Voila,” Curnew quipped, “some 
questions for the Christian student and scholar 
ilike, raised by a Decadent masterplece.” If 


An Individual, 
Not a Number 


Students comment on 
Redeemer's dedication 
to their personal, 
academic and spiritual 
growth in the latest 
Canadian University 
Consortium survey. 


AT REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, 
students are individuals, not numbers: this was the main 
takeaway from the reflecthons of 1596 second- and third-year 
Redeemer students. In a survey of 24 Canadian schools, 90 per 
cent of Redeomer students — and only 60 per cont of students 
at schools of Redeemer'’s size and 72 per cent at Canadian 
universities — were “satisfied” or “very satisfied” by the 
concen their school showed for each student as an individual 


The 2017 suitves, designed by the Canadian University 
Consortium, gathered the feedback of 56,034 second: and 
third-year students, Bach year, Redeemer administers a 
survey designed by the research group, cycling between first- 
year, middbe-year and graduating students. 


In teaching, learning and pedagogy Redeemer scored highest 
in almost all categories, Ninety-four per cent of second: and 
third-year Redeemer students reported that thelr professors 
take pergonal interest in the academic progress of thelr 
students. A nearly unanimous 99 per cent of students 
attested to Redeemer professors’ knowledge of their field, 
“The professors are extremely knowledgeable about their 
classes and are enthusiastic about what they're talking 
about," wrote one stodent. “I love the small class sines, how 
personable the professors are and thelr interest in you ag 

a person. [ have alec enjeryed the opportunity of being a 
research assistant for one of my professors,” 


Students aloo reflected on the ways Redeemer contributes 

to their overall growth and development. By leaps and 
bounds, Redeemer outpaced Canadian universities and 
similarly sized institutions in its investment in students 
spiritual development — with 79 per cent of Redeemer 
students reporting that their university is contributing 

to their spiritual growth. “Redeemer has been a positive 
environment,” another student commented, “for growing in 
my faith and asking hard questions, working through them 
with friends and mentors.” 


The 2017 Canadian University Consortium eurvey highlights 
the excellence of education and student experience at 
Redeemer and underscores the investments for the furure 
that the university is making with its zo2z0 Strategic 

Plan. “We are grateful each year for the feedback of our 
students. This year, we noted the impact that our 2020 
Strategic Flan initiatives have already made on our students 
educational experience,” reflecta De. Kyle Spykema, acting 
vice president, academic. “We also look forward to the ways 
that the Centre for Experiential Learning and Careers will 
continue to strengthen our preparation for students as 

they connect thelr sense of calling with a career. Each year, 
the Canadian University Consortium survey results reflect 
the dedication and care that is so intrinsic to Redeemer as 
we prepare this next generation of leaders academically, 
personally and spiritually for life after graduation.” 1 


Love, Henri 


Redeemer hosted a music- 
eTaere}enuer-veulcrempncmacr-lebbere 
of Henri Nouwen's letters in 
partnership with the Henri 
Nouwen Society. 


This stery was originally published in The Cem, Redeemer s 
student newspaper, and has been republished with permission, 


HENRI HOUWER., inthe words of Professor Ren 
Herfst, i a man who showed the importance of the human 
“need to love and be lowed ... in a way that gives penulne 
hope.” itis because of Nouwen'’s deep love and passion for 
God and others that the Henri Nowwen Society has made it 
their aim to extend Nouwen's legacy, helping to broadly share 
and promote his deeply spiritual writings. This past October, 
Redeemer’s Religion and Theslegy department teamed up 
with the Henn Nouwen Society to present a moving and 
dramatic performance based on the archive collection of 
Nowwen's blotters, accessed by historian Gabrielle Earnshaw 


Famehay, an acclaimed archivist, has dedicated the last 16 years 
of her life te “finding the gold miggets” af Nouwerts ideas in 
oder to share them with others. Earnshaw's book on Nouwen's 
acre letters gives Light to Aeoawer's thitiogical insights, 


Redeerner students were able to witness these reflections 
through an emetional drama presented by actor Joe Alsbey- 
Colborne, Talented pianist and vocalist Krystyna Higgins 


The evening's loving, 
intergenerational 
atmosphere was one in 
which Nouwen himself 
would surely have been 
pleased to partake.” 


accompanied the clialoguwe with ber personal musical 
eXphessbot of Nouwen's letters. The overall result was 
spoctaculias Prior to diving headfirst inte dramatic 
readings, Earnshaw provlbed the full auditorium 
with a coneise overview of Nouvwen’s life 


Earnshaw brietly explained that Nouwwen 

was a Catholic priest, born and raised inthe 
Netherlands, who, after obtaining a doctoral 
degree in Holland, began his career by teaching 
at various ivy League schools including Notre 
Dame, Yale and Harvard. Later, he selflessly 
abandoned his life a a pre stigiows professor 

to work alongside a group of plyysically anal 
mentally handicapped individuals through a 
program called CArche, located in Richmeond Hill, 
Ohnit. Throughout his life, Nouwen used both his 
professional training and unique life experiences 
to Wittess to people though emotionally heartfelt 
writings and intelligent rhetoric 


Gut of the 205 betters that Earnshovw accessed in 
her research, five specific levers were chosen to be 
highlighted in the presentation, These letters were 
those which sire thought best outlined Nouwen's 
main beliefs and lifestyle, The spoken words 

of Nowwen's letters only begin ta describe the 
compelling life story that, as Earnshaw described 
bt, gives Nouwen's audiences “new life, inmer peace 
amd freedom.” 


fie onky was this evening an opportunity te share 
the message of Neuwwen's collective writings with 

a wide audieneoe, it was particu larly away t hrough 
which students could relate to Nowwen'’s works — a 
chance for the next generation to benefit from his 
wisdom. The evening's loving, intergenerational 
atmosphere was one in which Nowwen himself 
would surely hawe been pleased to partake, |) ° 
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SPEAKING FROM DECADES ot is say, “Lord, search me and know my thoughts and 
Chi tleodershi i more tl ks see if there has been any wicked way in me.” 


i fs | pelling In Cuet, when we encounier An enemy, oF jet a 
» for Christians to practice civility as we face person we dislike, Mouw suggested that we take the 
sions worldwide and in our own churches, approach of the Carmelite nun Thérése de Lisieux. 
lies and neigh hoods Vexed by a fellow sister, Thérése challenged herself, 
in her prayers and thoughts, te view the oun for 
ver staff, students, supporters and educators who she truly was: the work of the divine artist, 
from the Edifide conference took ina panel ane who creates every human being in his own image. 
kinynote, asthe Redeemer Centre for Christiar In worship, Mouw continued, we practice this skill. 
Scholarship hosted Mouw as part of their third fal We reflect, through Scripture and singing, on the 
conference. Inthe evening keynote, Mouw explored created and redeemed bumanity that we share with 
how we broadly as Christians and specifically as our brothers and sivters in the body of Christ, who 
Calvinist 1 hristian civiliry ane of every tribe, tongue and nation. This prepares 
Gs, Abraham Eayper wrote, to consider cur shaned 


fatic n Calvin are@iften ps root of humanity with non-Christians, 
fowteriny pecially, vil kind of Christian 
sr Seen set er tne who wea P itis this ability to find 
rarted work on the topic of civility, Mouw gave "4 shared humanity and 
epee : Z : i i er i a cee | bonds in the public 
towards those to whom God is not civil? If he has square that marks our 
ACnned [Pom ALLebermly Thal ney re pone | —_— aaa ia 
io bo Hel a hy on Libel way bo Hell STiMiilel we spiritual maturity. 


be treating them any differently than God sees or 


treats them’ Lt is this ability te find shared humanity and 
bonds in the public square, beyond our own 
Mot Was. also troubled by the spark faith gave to friendships and families, John Calvin wrote, that 
I tractable conflicts, like that between marks our spiritual maturity “Extending beyond 
atholics ana Protests in Nortivern Ireland i the ties of kinship or acquaintanceship or the 
ithe ‘Sos and the tens n Palestine, Bact Christiag neighbourhood, [Christian love] should embrace 
nd Cabrinist = pesources have more than fuel the whole human race without exception,” Calvin 
| conmlicts:, Mouw explained. In each anid, “or asinglé feeling of distinction between 
i plead u barbarian and Greek, worthy and unworthy, friend 
inancd prepare us Por civility, In fact, Mouw oonsichers and enemy, since all should be contemplated in 
nvicted coality fronpe Christian convictions Ged and not in themeelves.” As such, Calvin calls 
held in balance with Christ-like empathy and us to seriously consider the wars that we have 
compass: to be a biblical mandate with others, whether a battle brews between 
nations or a debate among acquaintances 
Take Motiw's “oops” inberpretation of Psaln looms. Qur first spiritual practice is to book inne 
). Alter reflecting an God's ceaseless, faithful ourselves, consider the anger and fear fuelling us, 
resence in the first 18 verses, the pealmist and move beyond flattering understandings of our 
transitions ta reflect on his enemies, who at own motivations. Second, we must conbermplate 
ertalnly Ged's own. But after a few lines of blustes the ather person and the humanity that we share 
en evildoers, the paalmist with hit or her. Ag if wre aril miaet eppose thal 
seems fo pause, reconsider and repent, starting person, we bring with us the wisdom gained from 
verse 24 with, “Search me, God, and know my these two Cahinistic exercises. 


ce 


uw phinased it: “When I start thinking that Gro The resources of cur faith and the Calvinist 

Wi mete hate my enemios with a perfect hatred tradition can, then, prepare us to remain 

that (understand what God hates and that ln Faithfull to our comictions and cultivate a 
with Goel’ on this, the very next thing I nmeed tod kinder and gentler spirit in public life, This 
preparation seems all the more necessary as we 
face the dividing lines within our globalined, 
interconnected culture and world. It 
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New study finds 
independent Christian 
campuses may provide 
greater safety from 
sexual violence 

than their public 
counterparts. 
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VIRAL TWITTER HASHTAGS 
dominate today’s news cycle. Tragically, there 

are alan many stories about someone — usually 

a woman — who is the victim of a sewual 

offence. In the #MeToo movernent, both of these 
developments are combined, as millions of women 
disclose being the victimes of unwanted sewual 
alvances, harassment, assault and rape. 


Sadly university campuses ane not immune. 
Mizogynist hazing rituals, violent frosh chants, 
crude Facebook posts and drunken sexual assaults 
have become ao common that they barely merit 
mata attention anymore. 


However, the new campus sexual violence research 
that 1, along with Harvard scholar Albert Cheng, 
published recently in the Comadion Journal of Higher 
Education suggests that independent Christian 


campuses may provide preater safety from 
sexual violence than thelr public counterparts. 


Our review of research on secular campuses 
showed that between 21 and 31 percent 

of fernale students report that they have 
experienced some fonm of unwanted sexual 
contact within the past year. Between three amd 
five per cent of women reported being raped in 
the past year while being students. 


We followed this review with our own research, 
surveying nearly 700 students from eight 
independent Christian university and college 
campuses in Canada to see how they differed 
from secular universities, Compared to the 
rates we found in those published studies, 

18 per cent of women in our study reported 
unwanted serual contact, while leas thon one 
per cent reported being raped. 


Although the incidence among women at 
Christian universities is leas than in public 
and secular universities, it is still troubling 
that nearly one in five women at these 
Christian schools are experiencing some 
form of sexual violence. And, even one 
Tape is too many; for the hwo women in our 
study whe reported being raped, these were 
undoubtedly traumatic, devastating, life- 
altering experiences. 


Our study confirms what other researchers 
have found. When it comes to sez, there's 
something unique about Christian 
universities and colleges jexpecially 
Protestant evangelical ones) compared to 
public, secular and Catholic campuses. 


Rather than leaving it up to students to figure 
out for themselves, Christian universities 
provide clear guidelines for sexual behaviour 
that are rooted in biblical teachings and 
long-standing Christian traditions. And these 
pubdelines aren't just for students. Many 
Christian universities expect everyone — from 
board members ta the president, to professors, 
receptionists, accountants and custodians — to 
also commit to following such guidelines. In 
other words, Christian universities and colleges 
attempt to create communities of learning in 
which everyone “walks the talk” 


Protestant evangelical campuses share a mear- 
unanimous commitment toa set of beliefs that 
shape individual actions — a. commitment that 


is widely understood to apply to sexuality. This 
stands in contrast to Catholic, private, public 
and secular universities and colleges, where 
regearch shows that students express that they 
have no source of guidelines alsout sexuality 
beyond their own personal opinions, 


Centuries-long Christian practice affirms 

that sex needs boundaries and restraint 

to flourish the way God intended. This is a 
countercubtural idea in today’s social context 
in which many accept that sex should have no 
limits other than one's personal freedom (and 
the freedom of others to give consent}. 


Our study didn't directly teat for the individual 
characteristics — like sociogconomic status 
or individual religiosity — among the 
different types of students who choose toe 
attend Christian and secular schools, so ower 
conclusions are tentative amd still need to be 
confirmed with further reaearch. However, 
other researchers have consistently fund 
that the whique moral community in which 
students find themselves has an effect on 
their behaviours even beyond individual 
differences among students, 


Of course, Christian campuses are not perfect, 
Christian universities and colleges should 

rot be ignorant about the reality of sexual 
violence: tragically it does happen here, too, 
Christian universities should have explicit 
policies and procedures for addressing sexual 
violence, including procedures and training 
on how to respond, and programs focused on 
prevention and raising awareness. 


However, Christian campuses showld not 

be apologetic about their commitment te 

the teachings and practices of traditional 
Christianity regarding the appropriate 
parameters for sexual intimacy. While such 
teachings and practices are dismissed and 
even reviled by many in mainstream society, 
we sheuld be bold in promoting a sexual ethic 
that leads to the genuine flourishing that God 
intended for all people, I 


JAMES A. VANDERWOERD is 
Profesor and chair of applied 
octal tiene at Fadermor 
Uneretaity College. 
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ASK THE AVERAGE 
consumer about their ideas on business, 
and they'll likely describe it ax profit= 
onlented and self-serving, talnted by 
greed and excess. Marketing — the 
industry of persuasion — is often 
perceived as having no moral criteria, 
as taking advantage of people and 
encouraging destructive consumerism. 
Marketing carries heavy baggage. 


There isa need to develop both 
atheology of marketing and a 
framework for teaching, researching 
and practicing It ethically tn other 
words: how can God's shalom redeem 
the art of persuasion? Prof. Laurie 
Busuttil, assistant professor and chair 
of Redeemer s Business department, 
examined how the purpose of marketing 
has gradually become misaligned with 
the practice in her tenure paper and 
presentation, Marketing: Exchanging 
What Li for What Should Be, 


Marketing as an activity is uniquely 
homan, occurring throughout history 
as persuasion, bartering and exchange. 
Today's issues lie in the assumption 
that the exchange process is adversarial 
in nature — that the marketer is 
againat the consumer and vice versa. 
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Marketing as 


Reconciliation 


-\ 


, 


Professor Laurie Busuttil 
describes a redemptive approach 


But Busuttil asks, “Does marketing create [or reinforce] questionable 
social values? Can Christians ‘do’ marketing in ways that serve the 
common goed?" 


Busuttil suggests that marketing is.a good and necessary part of God's 
creation that has been skewed by sin and misdirected by culture, All 
work can be an act of reconciliation because Christians can actively move 
towards redemption through the circles in which they live and work. “A 
practical theology of marketing.” she says, “shapes our actions in sach 

a way that we can provide solutions to practical issties of our society 
through the provision of appropriate products and services, and do so 

in ways that safeguard our physical, emotional, mental and spiritual 
environments while reflecting God's good and creative mature.” 


Christian marketers are vocationally called to differentiate what they 

do and how they do it, Products should be advertised honestly and sold 
for fair prices to build trust and nurture long-term relationships, Design 
should be sustainable and considerate of future generations. Resources 
can be used wisely and efficiently, enhancing stewardship. “We should 
strive to artioulate the value of items being exchanged beyond just the 
price affixed te a product.” states Bucuttil, Reconciliation in marketing 
mirrors God's shalom, meeting the needs of both the buyer and the seller 
by fostering right relationship between them. 


Stadents must have the ability te enter the industry with the tools to 
shape culture, grounded in a biblical framework. “As educators, we are 
called to challenge students to love God and their neighbours as they 
strive to meet the needs — not unlimited wants — of consumers now 
and in future generations,” says Busuttil, Christians can reflect upon 
what should be rather than what is, bringing about fhourishing, right 
relationship and a profound impact on the next generation of consumers 
and marketers. Ut 


Taking 
Note 


Chaplain Josiah Bokma ordained 


i 


REV. JOSIAH BOKMA sustained his 
classical ordination examination by Classis 
Hamilton at Mount Hamilton Christian Refonmed 
Church and was ordained as a Minister of the : = 
Word and Sacraments by the Christian Reformed Dr. Gary Chiang retires 
Church of North America (CRCNA) on December 
2, 2047. The ordination service was beld at First 
Hamilton Christian Reformed Church. We repolice 
and recognize God's grace in calling and equipping 
Josiah to. serve as a Minister of the Word in his role 
as chaplain at Redeemer. It 


DR. GARY CHIANG will be retiring 
on june 30, 2018, Gary received his FhD from 
the University of Toronto in 1942, then speni 
eight years at York University working on the 
neurpendocninology of crustaceans and the 
blood-feeding insect Rhadnius prolixus before 


jolning Redeemer as an associate professor in 
1990, Besides teaching, Gary has held various 
administrative positions and, along with his wile 
Jennifer, created a biological research program 
at Redeemer. He has published several papers on 
invertebrate plysictogy, which includes research 
at the Oswaldo Craz Foundation in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. Gary is aetrong supporter of Christian 
education and served for two terma as boand chair 
——" for Hamilton District Christian High School, He 
also helped te boltiate and nin the very successful 
Ontario Christian Schools Science Fair, Always 
interested in the relation between Christianity 
and biology Gary has-also published works on 
= faith and science and is currently considered a 
world-leading expert on faith and science as it 
applies to the Shroud of Turin. Gary is looking 
forward be comin ng fis rejearch interes%s in his 
new tole as professor eneritun, 


Coming Events 
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Spring mainstage: As It Is In Heaven 

MARCH 21-24) ON CAMPUS 

nedeenercosos-in-heawen 

Lear about the contours of a sheltered faith community in the 
19th century with As It Is In Heaven, the latest mainstage play fram 
Redeemer. Hymns sung a cappella punctuate the scenes.of the play 
building to a joyful crescendo of Shaker singing and ecstatic dance. 
The play, acted by nine women, is written by Arlene Hutton and 
directed by Prof Raymond Lowter. 


Captain America vs. Flannery O'Connor: 
Heroes and Saints for Unholy Times 

APRIL £/ 7200 PM. | ON CAMPUS 
fedieerer.ca,Jesica-hooten-wilson 

Redeemer will have the chance to hear directly from Emerging 
Public intellectual Award winner Dr. Jessica Hoeoten Wilson, whose 


work explores the place of faith and art and, particularly ax yet 
unpublished writing by Flannery O'Connor, 


Spring concert: Enliven 

APRIL 6 / 7:30 PM. | ON CAMPUS 

redeemer.co/enliven 

The Redeemer Musie department will present highlights from the 


concert cholr, concert band, jazz ensemble and its students in the 
final performance of the academic year, 


The Road to Character 

SEPTEMBER 24 / 7:30 P.M. / OM CAMPUS 
fedeenerco,road-to-character 

What's on your moral bucket list? We set pools for our skills, 
our careers and our families, but rarely spend that kind of time 
thinking about who we are becoming. Join David Brooks and 
Anne Soyder fora free evening address to talk about the road to 


character and about lives of learning that aren't just about “getting 
there” but about whe we'll be when we arrive. 


* 


Thitkyou an change 
the world withja.degree? 


Wed 
—_ 


{PHANG Entec 
~ your calling big. Or ihcean be small, 


like asking a single question small. 
It's about what you choose todo on 
the one hand, and who you are on 
the other. We are more than our jobs, 
and God has a calling for each of us, i 
wherever we go. 


a) 


That changes everything. \ 


Starting with you. a 


REDEEMER 


UNTVERSTITY ©OLLEG@E 


A degree you can believe in. 


redeemer.ca 


UN EVERSITY COLLEGE 


Gireenrens 


FEATURING ////// 000/000! 
DAVID BROOKS 
& ANNE SNYDER 


SEPTEMBER 26, 
2018, 7:30 PM 


Whot's on your moral bucket list? We 

set goals for our skills, our careers, our 
families, but rarely spend that kind of time 
thinking about who we are becoming. 

Join David Brooks and Anne Snyder to 
tolk about the road to character, about 
lives of learning that aren't just about 
“getting there” but about who we'll be 
when we arrive. 


Oy 


* 
GRACE TORONTO 


Doug Sikkerna Jen Pollock Michel 


